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small could be of no moment to a dramatic conflict of even
such cosmic proportions of magnificence as this.
He began his task by setting out the stage. " Writers assert
that there are three parts of the world, Asia, Africa, and Europe.
The first of them they account equal in size to the other two.
Yet some have declared that there are only two parts, that is
Asia and Europe; Africa because of its small size they join to
Europe." But let us not quote in ridicule. It is not to be
expected that Otto's geography should be impeccable, or even
that his historical assertions should be invariably correct. He
was marvellously free from bias. It may be that the gigantic
bias (as it may appear to some) of the general character of his
work freed him from the Ktde biases of detail which make
most medieval ecclesiastical histories so tiresome. All facts
are presented and interpreted as tending in two directions, to
show the miseries of Babylon, and, in contradistinction, the
blessedness and the gradual victory of Jerusalem. Such a thesis
delivers him, for example, from being forced to deliver the
Greek philosophers to the flames of hell. If it is true that he
repeated the hoary rumour that Plato had met Jeremiah in
Egypt and had been instructed by him; it is also true, and much
more remarkable, that his account of Plato's inspiration is
almost exactly the judgment which any modern Christian
would deliver:
He and the other philosophers by natural keenness compre-
hended the invisible as it were by the means of the visible.
For all things that could be discovered by human wisdom
regarding the nature of God they found out, all except those
matters on which ultimate salvation depends. These things
are learned through the grace of Jesus Christ by the gende
ofheart.
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